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Extended Abstract

Background: Barley (Hordeum vulgare L.) is one of the important cereal crops, which is ranked
fourth globally after wheat, rice, and maize. Superior genotypes must be accurately identified in
any breeding program. Improvement of some traits, such as grain yield, may be efficient through
indirect selection pathways due to their high correlations with other traits. Therefore, this study
aimed to select the best barley genotypes with desirable agronomic traits by using and finally
comparing a combination of different selection indices.

Methods: To evaluate some superior barley genotypes using multi-trait selection indices, an
experiment was conducted at the Darab Agricultural and Natural Resources Research Station,
Darab, Iran, in the 2020-2021 cropping year. The plant genetic materials consisted of 51 barley
genotypes, along with nine check genotypes. The experiment was carried out based on a
randomized complete block design with three replications. The studied genotypes were planted
in six lines of 5 m long and 15 cm space between them. Seed density was determined as 300 seeds
per square meter, and seeds were sown using an experimental plot planter (Wintersteiger, Austria).
Before seed sowing, the fertilizer composition was 150 kg ha' nitrogen (twice), and di-
ammonium phosphate and potassium sulfate were 100 and 50 kg ha’, respectively. After
removing the border effect, all experimental plots were harvested using an experimental combine
(Wintersteiger, Austria). Three selection indices, including selection of ideal genotype (SIIG),
multi-trait genotype-ideotype distance index (MGIDI), ideotype design via best linear unbiased
prediction (FAI-BLUP), and Smith-Hazel (SH), were estimated based on 12 morpho-phenological
traits to select superior genotypes. The measured traits included grain yield, the number of spikes
per square meter, the number of grains per spike, weight of spike, thousand-grain weight, grain
filling period, spike length, plant height, the number of days to heading, the number of days to
maturity, grain filling rate, and the spike type.

Results: The results of the likelihood ratio test (LRT) showed that the genotype effect was
significant for all measured traits at the 1% probability level. The results of restricted maximum
likelihood (REML) showed that the lowest heritability was recorded for the grain filling period
(0.505), grain yield (0.611), and grain filling rate (0.649), while the highest values were observed
for thousand-grain weight (0.884) and the number of days to heading (0.877). The results of
comparing the adjusted mean using the REML-BLUP model revealed that the highest grain yield
belonged to genotypes 3, 1, 50, and 30, respectively. The grain yields of these genotypes were
higher than all the check genotypes. Based on the MGIDI index, genotypes 39, 14, 43, 49, 6, 35,
19, 32, 41, 50, 55 (Auxin), 38, 44, 60 (Nimrooz), 28, 42, 40, and 34 with the lowest values were
identified as superior genotypes. Genotypes 39, 35, 43, 14, 32, 6, 41, 44, 50, and 42 with the
highest FAI-BLUP values were selected as the best genotypes. The results of the Smith-Hazel
index showed that the genotypes 30, 55, 1, 2, 3, 40, 38, 12, 10, and 13 with the highest values
were identified as superior genotypes. Moreover, genotypes 3, 50, 30, 1, 55, 10, 13, 2, 11, 39, 12,
38, 31, 35, 36, and 44 with the highest SIIG index were superior genotypes in terms of most
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measured traits. The results of the correlation analysis showed that grain yield was positively and
significantly correlated with the number of days to maturity (0.35%), plant height (0.37%), grain
filling period (0.26*), the number of spikes per square meter (0.61**), and grain filling rate
(0.96**). All selection indices were significantly correlated with grain yield, and the highest
correlation value was found between grain yield and the SIIG (0.92**) and Smith-Hazel (0.78**)
indices. FAI-BLUP and MGIDI indices were significantly associated with all traits, except for
thousand-grain weight, length of ripening period, spike length, and the number of spikes per
square meter traits. Only the thousand-grain weight and spike length traits did not show significant
correlations with any of the selection indices.

Conclusion: In conclusion, genotypes 3, 50, 30, 1, 55, 10, 13, 2, 11, 12, and 38 were identified
as superior genotypes using both SIIG and Smith-Hazel indices, and genotypes 39, 35, 50, 38,
and 44 were identified as superior genotypes by FAI-BLUP and MGIDI indices. Finally, our
results revealed that SIIG and Smith-Hazel indices were better than FAI-BLUP and MGIDI
indices to identify superior genotypes.
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Figure 1. Meteorological information of the experiment site (2021-2022)
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Table 1. Pedigrees of the studied barley genotypes in the 2020-2021 cropping season

aslio s by
Pedigree Genotypes
Kavir/Badia/3/Torsh//9cr.279-07/Bgs/4/Karoon/Kavir/5/ Rojo/3/LB.IRAN/Una8271//Gloria"S"/Com"S" 1
Triton/Yazd-5//Bereke-54 2
Yousef/3/Legia//Rhn/Lignee 527 3
GOB/ALELI//CANELA/3/ARUPO*2/JET/4/ARUPO/K8755//MORA/5/Lignee527/NK1272//JLB70-063/3/Barjouj/ 4
GOB/ALELI//CANELA/3/ARUPO*2/JET/4/ARUPO/K8755//MORA/5/Rojo/3/LB.IRAN/Una8271//Gloria"S"/Com"S"/ 5
GOB/ALELI//CANELA/3/ARUPO*2/JET/4/ARUPO/K8755//MORA/5/Nimrooz 6
GOB/ALELI//CANELA/3/ARUPO*2/JET/4/ARUPO/K8755//MORA/5/Bgs/Dujia//L.1242 7
Anoidium/Arbayan-01/3/Lignee527/NK1272//JLB70-63/4/MBD-82-9(D10) 8
GOB/ALELI//CANELA/3/ARUPO*2/JET/4/ARUPO/K8755//MORA/5/R0jo/3/LB.IRAN/Una8271//Gloria"S"/Com"S" 9
GOB/ALELI//CANELA/3/ARUPO*2/JET/4/ARUPO/K8755//MORA/5/Rojo/3/LB.IRAN/Una8271//Gloria"S"/Com"S" 10
26216/4/Arar/3/Mari/Aths*2//M-Att-73-337-1/5/Nik/6/ Rojo/3/LB.IRAN/Una8271//Gloria"S"/Com"S" 11
Kavir/Badia/3/Torsh/9cr.279-07//Bgs/4/Karoon/Kavir/5/Nik/6/ Rojo/3/LB.IRAN/Una8271//Gloria"S"/Com"S" 12
Rojo/3/LB.IRAN/Una8271//Gloria"S"/Com"S"/4/Nik/5/Kavir 13
ICNB-105960/Torkman//Nosrat/3/Bda/Rhn-03//ICB-107766 14
Legia//Rhn/Lignee 527/3/Rhn03/4/Rojo/3/LB.IRAN/Una8271//Gloria"S"/Com"S" 15
Zahak/Zarqa//Sahra 16
Rojo/S/LB.IRAN/Una8271//Gloria”S"/Com"S"/4/1—BC—80152/5/Sahra 17
landa/Momtaz 18
Rhn- O3//L1gnee$27/NK1272/3/Aths/L1gnef:686/5/Baca S'/3/AC253//C108887/C105761/4/Cen/Bglo'S‘ 19
SICH84.80/BISON 191 20
SUMBARD400/8/P.STO/3/LBIRAN/UNA80//LIGNEE640/4/BLLU/5/PETUNIA 1/6/M111/7/LEGACY/3/SVANHALS- 21
BAR/MSEL// AZAF/GOB24DH
LEGACY /4-1IMBN11 22
P.STO/3/LBIRAN/UNAS80//LIGNEE640/4/BLLU/5/PETUNIA 1/6/BRS180/7/TOCTE 23
Nadawa/Rhn-03/3/Lignee527/Rihane//Arar 24
M104/PFC 88210//DONA JOSEFA 25
LBIRAN/UNAS80//LIGNEE640/3/PUNGSANCHAPSSALBORI 26
Alanda-01 (Arizona5908/Aths//Lignee640) 27
Clipper//W12291*2/W12269/7/Hml-02/5/Cq/Cm//Apm/3/1 2/4 1/0/4/1Giza1 34-2L/6/Clipper/Volla/3/Arr/Esp//Alger/Ceres362-1- 28
1/4/Hm
BISON 218.1/6/P.STO/3/LBIRAN/UNA80//LIGNEE640/4/BLLU/S/PETUNIA 1 29
WABAR2242//LIMON/BICHY 2000 30
P.STO/3/LBIRAN/UNAS80//LIGNEE640/4/BLLU/5/PETUNIA 1/6/CHAMICO/TOCTE//CONGONA 31
Kavir/Badia/3/Torsh//9cr.279-07/Bgs/4/Karoon/Kavir/5/Nosrat 32
Kavir/Badia/3/Torsh//9cr.279-07/Bgs/4/Karoon/Kavir/5/Nosrat 33
ZBL-2640/Nosrat 34
ZBL-2640/Nosrat 35
Beecher/Kavir 36
Manal/Alanda-01//1-BC-80152 37
Rojo/3/LB.IRAN/Una8271//Gloria"S"/Com"S"/4/Sahra 38
Rojo/3/LB.IRAN/Una8271//Gloria"S"/Com"S"/4/Sahra 39
Rojo/3/LB.IRAN/Una8271//Gloria"S"/Com"S"/4/Comp 89-9Cr-79- 40
Rhn-03//L.527/NK1272/4/Viringa'S//W12291/W12269/3/H.spont.38-3/Akrash-01 41
Rhn-03//L.527/NK1272/4/Viringa'S//W12291/W12269/3/H.spont.38-3/Akrash-01 42
Rhn-03//L.527/NK1272/4/Viringa'S//W12291/W12269/3/H.spont.38-3/Akrash-01 43
Rhn-03//L.527/NK1272/4/Viringa'S//W12291/W12269/3/H.spont.38-3/Akrash-01 44
Rhn-03//L.527/NK1272/4/Viringa'S//W12291/W12269/3/H.spont.38-3/Akrash-01 45
Lignee 527/NK1272//JLB 70-63/3/Rhn-03//Lignee527/As45 46
Lignee 527/NK1272//JLB 70-63/3/Rhn-03//Lignee527/As45 47
Bgs/Dajia//L.1242/3/L.B.IRAN/Una8271//Gloria'S'"/3/Alm/Una80//..../4/Kavir 48
Bgs/Dajia//L.1242/3/L.B.IRAN/Una8271//Gloria'S'/3/Alm/Una80//..../4/Kavir 49
R0jo/3/LB.IRAN/Una8271//Gloria"S"/Com"S"/4/Bereke- 54 50
LB. Iran/Una827l//Glorla"S"/Com"S"/S/Torsh/9cr 279-07//Bgs *2/4/ Rojo/3/LB.IRAN/... 51
W-98-18 (Check) 52
W-98-16 (Check) 53
W-98-19 (Check) 54
Oxin (Check) 55
Golchin (Check) 56
Norooz (Check) 57
Sahra (Check) 58
Nobahar 59
Nimrooz 60
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Table 2. Results of REML analysis for different morpho-phenological traits in the studied barley genotypes

NSP SPW NGS AL SL GY TKW GFR GFP PLH DMA DHE (Statistics) s Ll
0.702  0.760 0.823  0.829  0.802 0.611 0.884 0.649 0.505 0.718  0.692  0.877 (Heritability) . pdycslyy
5474 0.047 2353 1479 0.484 252154 13.952  239.612 1.762 47.48 2538  6.235 il by
Genotype Variance

6969 0.04 15.15 091 036 482205 5.51 388.1 5.17 55.85 3.39 2.63 | osledl ooy
Residual Variance

29.1 17.47 1585  9.18 1222 21.20 5.26 19.30 7.10 9.63 1.54 1.85 (CV (%)) (1) &y coys
3)Slos GY £(j5,) al> by 095 Jgbo \GFP £(p,5) ails jl5m 59 TGW ¢( yio s5lw) a5 glisyl PLH ¢ Sduasy b 59, slawi :DMA faliw joobs U jg, slaws :DHE
Al (159 SPW talias )5 &l ol INGS ¢( o lo) Sty Jobo 1AL (o lw) dlius Jobo $SL &35 3 p,55hS) il (il yy e o :GFR £(,kSa 3 p,55LS) il

ayeyio 5> diuw olass :NSP ¢(p)5)
DHE: Number of days to heading; DMA: Number of days to maturitsy; PLH: Plant height (cm); TGW: Thousand-grain weight (g); GFP: Grain filling
period; YLD: Grain yield (kg h"%; GFR: Grain filling rate (kg/day); SL: Spike length (cm); AL: Awn length (cm); NGS: Number of grains per spike;
SPW: Spike weight (g); NSP: Number of spikes per square meter.
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Figure 2. Heat maps of phenotypic variation for measured morpho-phenological traits in the investigated barley
genotypes
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Table 3. The REML-BLUP model-based adjusted means for measured morpho-phenological traits and values of SIIG

index in the investigated barley genotypes
Sejglgid—gh 50 Ol

SIIG Morpho-phenological traits b <

RT NSP SPW NGS AL SL GY TKW GFR GFP PLH  DMA  DHE  Oenotypes Code
0572 6 376 L1 223 115 41 3916 472 1233 320 804 1207 889 1 Gl
0.550 6 342 L1 253 1L1 40 3780 406 1199 318 778 1211 897 2 G2
0.625 6 321 14 269 119 45 4243 489 1308 325 836 1227 906 3 G3
0.431 2 332 10 160 98 63 318 517 976 323 933 1202 877 4 G4
0.408 6 248 12 249 98 49 2955 371 921 318 683 1209 894 5 G5
0.501 6 264 13 254 118 56 3313 452 1034 322 842 1186 859 6 G6
0.428 6 204 14 269 114 52 2714 475 868 308 683 1181 877 7 G7
0393 6 27 13 227 107 47 2840 475 919 310 697 1204 903 8 G8
0.452 6 273 12 260 93 44 3253 423 1036 3.7 720 1197 883 9 G9
0.564 6 296 13 310 90 53 3780 403 1220 313 781 1183 871 10 G10
0539 6 38 10 222 102 47 3792 410 1157 325 795 1216 892 1 Gll
0536 6 347 L1 238 108 41 3768 417 1139 330 777 1216 883 12 G612
0.561 6 323 12 268 103 48 3667 409 1174 315 748 1202 892 13 GlI3
0.462 6 271 12 257 118 41 3243 443 942 339 726 1177 818 14 Gl4
0512 6 251 13 243 129 50 3304 562 1070 312 812 1209 906 15 GIS
0305 6 230 L1 216 108 37 2643 446 850 310 744 1195 892 16 Gl6
0.429 6 250 13 247 113 50 3166 459 984 320 790 1213 897 17 G617
0373 6 210 12 260 1L1 53 2614 434 797 322 764 1207 886 18 Gl8
0363 6 228 12 249 106 47 2759 440 778 345 764 177 807 19 G19
0.444 6 255 13 289 94 52 3112 395 1017 307 747 1190 892 20 G20
0.425 6 257 12 262 112 52 3034 418 974 312 804 1193 886 21 G2l
0377 6 23 12 268 96 48 2706 395 862 313 687 1183 871 2 G2
0337 6 212 12 249 94 49 2623 441 82 312 763 1202 897 23 623
0.509 6 400 09 185 109 41 3473 444 1104 318 776 1190 871 2 G24
0437 6 28 13 268 86 51 3096 422 993 315 754 1195 883 25 G25
0331 6 223 12 227 105 43 2685 450 867 307 742 1193 894 26 G26
0.361 6 281 1.0 216 105 44 2001 416 879 325 743 1186 854 27 G27
0.458 2 403 08 146 92 54 3236 502 936 340 769 1160  79.5 28 G28
0.428 6 244 12 301 8.0 53 3060 394 951 320 843 1220  90.6 29 G29
0.581 2 420 10 163 90 64 3803 485 1238 313 733 1209 903 30 G30
0.535 6 267 14 314 97 57 3527 389 1082 325 790 1218 89.4 31 G3l
0.485 6 22 15 295 98 50 3298 482 974 334 845 1211 871 3 632
0.464 6 18 17 319 102 52 2828 480 848 327 774 1207 877 33 G33
0.486 6 238 14 257 117 45 3217 476 1027 315 729 1195 883 34 G34
0533 6 269 14 267 123 47 3614 481 1084 332 821 1213 877 35 G35
0.524 6 312 12 257 88 42 3617 435 1124 323 705 1200 874 36 G36
0.456 6 304 L1 251 86 42 3365 428 1050 318 642 1179 856 37 G37
0.536 6 329 L1 241 9.4 51 3721 4L6 1141 325  8L1 1195 865 38 G38
0538 6 323 12 270 102 50 3628 424 1045 342 805 1197 839 39 G39
0.502 6 319 L1 216 122 50 3450 448 1054 329 795 1220 892 40 G40
0.490 6 263 14 274 104 46 3390 478 1052 322 833 1200 877 41 G4l
0.467 6 206 15 300 119 46 3002 453 953 313 761 1188 8.7 ) G42
0.496 6 261 14 280 123 45 3384 457 1070 323 792 1183 854 ") G43
0522 6 251 15 282 112 45 3562 428 1128 317 803 1200 886 44 G4
0.409 6 300 L1 215 103 40 3174 444 1013 315 751 1211 903 45 G45
0.440 6 213 14 200 101 57 2881 439 914 310 725 1186 880 46 G46
0.505 6 255 14 279 82 59 3425 451 1072 320 831 1200  88.0 47 G47
0422 6 279 12 224 100 52 3184 466 1052 305 950 1179 880 48 G48
0.440 6 310 L1 216 98 49 3250 478 990 325 880 1177 842 49 G49
0.600 6 276 14 314 108 56 3812 432 1219 317 844 1195 880 50 G50
0.489 6 319 12 228 99 43 3605 476 1123 320 800 1207 889 51 G5l
0478 6 338 L1 228 110 49 342 400 1056 322 781 1207 886  W-98-I8 G52
0.456 6 313 L1 233 92 47 3313 434 1042 318 772 1204 889  W-98-I6 G53
0317 6 213 L1 213 113 43 2454 471 762 313 6.1 1193 883  W-98-19 G54
0.571 6 351 L1 230 118 49 3797 437 1194 322 777 1200 8.7 Oxin G55
0.484 6 22 15 324 102 64 2081 414 930 317 759 1197 883 Golchin G56
0.428 2 38 08 139 100 53 2845 468 948 302 682 1202 915 Norooz G57
0.503 6 207 12 235 108 41 3619 478 1139 3.7 81 1216 906 Sahra Gs8
0452 2 38 09 152 93 60 3164 492 967 323 785 1207 883 Nobahar G59
0517 2 453 08 144 106 57 3322 465 948 345 780 1202 839  Nimrooz G60

287 121 2457 1041 490 3276 4464 1021 320 776 1199  87.9  (Mean)oSbe
812 021 409 100 062 628 253 1838 185  7.44 175 174 LSD o0s

3ySdas 1GY {(35,) wls iy 0)93 Jsb :GFP £(p,5) by Jlin 59 TGW ¢ o lw) &g gls )l :PLH ¢ Saumy b jg, slixs :DMA taliws ysols b jg, dlass :DHE
A (459 SPW taliaw 55 &ily 2luss :INGS (0 5bo) Sy Jobo :AL (0 5lo) aliinw Jobo :SL 45y 2 p)SobS) ild (yaidyy s juo :GFR £()liSa ;5 p,55LS") b

Gy &9 RT fgipeyio yd dliaw dlasi :NSP £(p)5)
DHE: Number of days to hcading; DMA: Number of days to maturity; PLH: Plant hciﬁht (cm); TGW: Thousand-grain weight (gram); GFP: Grain filling
period; YLD: Grain yield (kg h™"); GFR: Grain filling rate (kg/day); SL: Spike length (cm); AL: Awn length (cm); NGS: Number of grains per spike;
SPW: Spike weight (g); NSP: Number of spikes per square meter; RT: Row type
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Figure 3. The ranking pattern of the selected barley genotypes based on MGIDI (A), FAI-BLUP (B), Smith-Hazel
(C), and SIIG (D) indices. In each model, selected genotypes are highlighted in red. The central red circle shows the

cut point according to the selection intensity (SI =30%).
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Figure 4. Correlations of morpho-phenological traits and selection indices in the barley genotypes
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